














best. Many runners used the opportunity
to improve their lot, and started running
for Scandinavian clubs. The number of
members of IOF grew rapidly. In 1992, 11
new countries became members,

Adjusting to a market economy also
created problems. Government support
for sports dropped. People had less time
for voluntary work in their clubs. The same
was seen in Scandinavia, and for most
sports. People had less time, or were less
interested, in working for their clubs. One
of the solutions was to hire people to do
the work. In Norway each sports federation
was promised one employee per 50
clubs from the central sports federation.
Norwegian Orienteering had over 500
clubs that gave 11 new employees to work
in the districts. Most districts thus got a
person half time to administer the sport.
The same was the case in Sweden where
22 out of 23 districts had professional
administration by 1985.

linternationally the level ofthe competitors
increased in many countries. In the
European Junior Championships (later
to become the World championships)
in 1988 there were no runners from the
Nordic countries on the podium in the
individual competitions. Three years later
the continental runners also dominated
the World championships. However,
the most important news from this
championship was probably the many
disqualifications due to poor punching.
Norwegians Per Aage Stokseth and Per
Svendsen decided to do something about
the problem. The next autumn they had a
working prototype. The problem was that
it failed in contact with sweat or rain, but
it worked in principle. A new prototype
was developed. There were two years of
testing, but by 1996, 65% of all starts in
Norway used the system.

There was a rapid development in the
electronics and computer industry. The

technology opened new
possibilities.  In 1985
the IOF organised a
competition for the best
uses of new technology
for orienteering. One of
the entries was a simple
program for drawing
orienteering maps. OCAD
was born. This program
has continuously been
updated and improved,
and is now used for almost
all orienteering mapping.
In 1994 some of the
stereography companies
started delivering base

The European Junior Championships 1988. Jana Cieslarova
(Czechoslovakia) , Vroni Kénig (Switzerland) and Katalin Olah
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maps in the OCAD format,  (Hungary). All of them have had many good result as seniors

it also became easy toscan  as well.

old drawing film into the

program. At the beginning of this period
there were several experiments with other
existing programs for drawing maps, and
even competing custom made programs.
At the moment Illustrator seems to be the
only distant competitor to OCAD.

With the maps in electronic format clubs
began to print digitally as well. It became
much easier to print or copy small runs
of maps. This has certainly revolutionised
club training, not least the technical
training. It is now easy to modify the maps
as the long running series in Orienteering
Today has shown.

At the end of the period we cover there
was also a revolution in how information is
disseminated. In May 1995 the Norwegian
Orienteering Federation formed a small
task force that looked into the possibility
of having a home page on the world wide
web. The first pages were written and a
somewhat larger group got access to the
home page via a password. With the in-put
from this group the page was improved
and the following year it was launched to
the public. Now nearly all Federations and
clubs have theirown home page.Injustten

' Early équipment for drawing an electronic orienteering map. In 1989 equipment worth
12500 EUR was needed for-an 8-square-kilometre map.

years this has become an indispensable
tool for orienteers who want to know
where or when there are events.
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However, the time was not
ready for the tracking system.
The electronics still weighed in

at half a kilo.
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"BASTA KOP”

*OL/Skid-OL
klockan”

100 tim stoppur.
100 tim timer.
Minne med
alarm for 10
trianingsti-
der. 30 mel-
lan-/varvti-
der kan lag:
ras, Alarm
med timsig-
nal. Micro-
ljus. Stora
knappar.
Batteri 3 ar.
Vattentit

il 50 m.

A stop watch with split times. Race analysis
was suddenly much easier when each
runner could get their own split times.






